U.S.AIR FORCE Attack Aircraft,

Douglas A-1J Skyraider
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Basically, you will need to refer to the 1/32 A-1J Manual and the 1/32 A-1H Manual to assemble the Air Force Type
by switching out, adding or skipping some parts. Also, please refer to page 4 of the 1/32 A-1H Manual for notes and
symbols.
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The A-1J (AD-7) is a single-seat Skyraider that was released from the US Navy in 1964 for
use in the US Air Force.

At the start of the Vietnam War, the missions given to the US Air Force Skyraiders were
undertaken by A-1E multi-seat models. Under the call sign "Hobo," missions consisted of
air strikes on the Ho Chi Minh trail (the North Vietnamese supply route), as well as
guerilla air raids. After that, however, as American involvement increased and the war
situation grew muddier, a large number of single-seat A-1H/J models were transferred to
the Air Force. Under the call sign "Sandy," missions consisted of search and rescue (SAR).

"Sandy" missions occurred primarily within North Vietnam, and involved locating and

extracting US or Allied pilots who had been shot down and were MIA. Teamed with
rescue helicopters, they would search the area surrounding the crash zone, and when
they were able to locate a pilot, the helicopter would move in to perform the rescue.
However, these missions were often extremely difficult to complete successfully, because
in the heart of enemy territory, it was not unusual for rescue efforts to encounter violent
opposition. Although the Skyraider's long cruising time and heavy payload made it ideal
for these kinds of missions, and its high mobility and ability to fly stably at low speeds
made it well-suited to being teamed with helicopters, there were still heavy losses. Out
of the approximately 260 A-1s lost during the Vietnam War, over 200 of that number are
Air Force A-1s. Even so, it is also truth that many lives were saved due to their efforts.
To a pilot who had been shot down in enemy territory and had to wait for rescue, alone
in the middle of the jungle, the sound of the A-1J's propeller was surely the most
incomparably hopeful sound in the the world.

The Air Force Skyraiders were deployed in one of the four Special Operations Squadrons
(Ist, 6th, 22nd, or 602nd), and flew on sortie not just in Vietnam, but also out of other
locations such as Nakhon Phanom Air Base in Thailand. Finally, the "Sandy" missions
that had borne so much fruit as well as sacrifice were ended on November 7, 1972.

No major modifications were made from the A-1H to the A-1J, and both the wing folding
mechanisms and arresting hook remained unchanged. Changes made for the Air Force
type mainly impacted the antennas, with the UHF blade antenna being added to the rear
of AN/ARN-6 radio loop compass antenna and the FM622 whip antenna behind the
cockpit. There were also Skyraiders that had a VHF/FM antenna (commonly called the

"towel hanger") on the fuselage underside immediately behind the air brake, and a blade

antenna just in front of the anti-collision light (ACL) on the tip of the vertical stabilizer.
Also, taking the unpaved runways of Southeast Asia into account, a larger wheel was
installed on the rear landing gear assembly, and the main landing gear assemblies were
converted into single-piece types. Additional features included the taxiing lights on the
underside tips of both right and left main wings, as well as the "Yankee Extraction
System" that was missing from earlier model Skyraiders. Of course, all of these features
are fully recreated for the SWS A-1J.

When telling of the Vietnam War, this aircraft simply cannot be overlooked, with its
heroic figure painted in the three colors of the characteristic SEA scheme. We certainly
hope that you will recreate it atop your table through the SWS Kkit.
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& 7 ]' 0 1 0 /f‘/;f.])T 7“]) —‘// Interior Green 7 l 073 7‘\3 b4 7 (){ 57 ]) V4 7)/ Black (Metallic)
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Please confirm the kit contents, also referring to the parts list on pages 38-39 |
of the A-1H assembly manual. To purchase additional sprues or kit components,

please contact the establishment that you purchased the kit from. If you 1/32 A-1 J SKYRAIDER U.S.AIR FORCE
purchased the kit from the VOLKS Japan website, please contact 1

imos@volks.co.jp; if you purchased the kit from VOLKS USA, please contact
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A-14, A-15, A-16, A-17, A-22, A-25, A-42, C-1, C-21

Alternately, the Air Force Type will not use A-12, A-13, A-21, A-23, A-41, C-3, C-20, C-21, D-15, E-11 and F-16.

and K-10 on the Navy Type's list will be used for the Air Force Type.
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For use in Japan Only!
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You can use the seat with or without seatbelts.
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"Yankee Extraction System"

contains a parachute pack that
is attached to the seat, harness
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