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‘Role: Twin Engined Ground Attack Aircraft +Crew: 1
-Wingspan: 14.2m +Length: 9.75m
*Height (From Ground): 3.25m
-Power: Gnome-Rhone 14M
14-cylinder air-cooled two-row radial engine developing 700hp x 2

*Maximum speed: 382km/h <Range: 735km -Service ceiling: 9,000m
*Armament: 7.92mm MG 17 machine gun x 2

20mm MG 151/20 machine gun x 2

30mm MK 101 cannon x 1

ETC50 bomb (50kg) x 2
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The Henschel Hs 129 was a twin engine ground-attack aircraft used by the German
Luftwaffe during World War II. It was also known as a “Tank Buster” for its powerful
counterattacks against the advancing Soviet tanks. Around 1937, the German Ministry of
Aviation issued a specification for a heavily-armed small twin engine fighter with increased
armor. The manufacturers Hamburger Flugzeugbau, Focke-Wulf, Gotha, and Henschel were
in competition for the commission, with Focke-Wulf and Henschel proposals chosen as
contenders. They each completed their prototype aircraft frames around 1939.

While the Focke-Wulf prototype “Fw 189 C” simply added armor to the existing and well-re-
nowned reconnaissance aircraft Fw 189, the Henschel “Hs 129” was a completely new
design engineered specifically for the commission. While both used the same engine, the
Fw 189 C did not stand a chance in comparison to the Hs 129 which was specially designed
to have additional armor and to be heavily armed. The Hs 129 was selected for production
and the first Hs 129 A-0 aircraft were produced in autumn of 1940. However, the A-0
production was halted at only 12 aircraft due to issues including insufficient power.

The original engines powering the Hs 129 were air-cooled inverted-V type Argus As 410
engines with a take-off power of 459 hp. However, they were simply insufficient to power a
five-ton aircraft, even with two engines. World War II had already begun and the top priori-
ty for high-powered engines was for fighters and bombers. However, once the production in
occupied France of the Gnome-Rhone 14M 14-cylinder two-row air-cooled radial engine
became a possibility, it was quickly decided that the Hs 129 B was to be produced powered
by those engines instead. The 14M engine had a take-off power of 700 hp, which was still
insufficient, but despite its compact size (a 950 mm diameter and only 400kg) its perfor-
mance was a remarkable improvement over the As 410 A engine.

The standard armament consisted of two 20 mm MG 151 machine guns inside of the
fuselage and two 7.92 mm MG 17 machine guns mounted in the wing roots on both sides.
The underside of the fuselage could be equipped with various types of explosives or
heavy-caliber weapons such as the 30 mm MK 101 cannon, 30 mm MK 103 cannon, and 75
mm BK 7,5 anti-tank cannon. At 9.75 m long, the Hs 129 was one meter shorter than the Ta
152 H and had a slightly smaller wingspan of 14.2 m. This compact size made it difficult to
target from the ground. The Hs 129 B and later versions in particular had a trapezoidal
fuselage with straight wings making it a fine example of simplistic sturdy design. With its
closely-situated engine nacelles and cowlings, once can truly appreciate its functional
beauty as a small twin-engine aircraft.

The Hs 129 had a relatively large wing area for a small aircraft, enabling it to have accept-
able performance despite insufficient engine power. It gained its trusted reputation from its
focus on ground attacks, and ease of maintenance and use. The trapezoidal cockpit was
extremely cramped and encased with an armored “bathtub” to protect the pilot from
anti-aircraft gunning from the ground. The windscreen was crafted out of multi-layer 72
mm-thick bullet-proof glass. The instrument panel was reduced to only the most vital
elements and the gun sight was mounted externally on the nose. Some of the instruments
were mounted to the inboard faces of the engine nacelles.

This kit enables the replication of the Hs 129 B-2/RIll version equipped with a 30 mm MK
101 machine cannon fed by its 30-round drum magazine above. With these abundant weap-
ons and the functional beauty of a small twin-engine aircraft, this kit aims to challenge the
very boundaries of how far a scale model can go to be a “miniature model of the actual
aircraft.” From the standard armament and instrument panel to the mounted weapons, find
the true essence of this “Tank Buster” with the minute differences that only can be seen in
the thorough replication from SWS Kkits.
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~/ Gnome-Rhone 14M
4GB LY Y v +14-cylinder two-row air-cooled radial engine
~PEsdt#I19L Displacement: Approx. 19 L
Bl )1:700ps(3,030rpm)  -Take-Off Power Output: 700 hp (3,030 rpm)
HEEA000mIc B BRI *Maximum output at a 4,000 m altitude is
660ps(3,030rpm) 660 hp (3,030 rpm)

‘MG 17 / 7.92mmiE#ix 2%
Two 7.92mm MG 17 Machine Guns One 30mm MK 101 Machine Cannon

‘MG 151 / 20mmEE#ix24E
Two 20mm MG 151 Machine Guns

/ Armament
‘MK 101 / 30mmi%Bifa

ARG 300kg
Maximum Bomb Load: 300 kg
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Originally, Hs 129 was powered by air-cooled inverted-V type Argus As 410 The standard armament for the Hs 129 consisted of two 7.92 mm MG 17 machine guns mounted in the wing roots
engines (459 hp take-off) which were not powerful enough. Once the on both sides and two 20 mm MG 151 machine guns on the sides of the fuselage. In addition, the wings and under-
production in occupied France of the Gnome-Rhone 14M 14-cylinder carriage were capable of carrying up to 300 kg in explosives. The underside of the fuselage was designed to allow
two-row air-cooled radial engine became a possibility, it was quickly for a wide variety of armament options. The MK 101 cannon mounted on the Hs129 was a 30 mm caliber weapon
decided that the Hs 129 B was to be produced powered by those engines used in German aircraft during World War II. Fed by its 30-round drum magazine mounted above the cannon, it
instead. The 14M engine was still not sufficient, but despite its compact size could penetrate 75 mm thick armor from 300 m away. Known for its accuracy, powerful destructive ability, and
(a 950 mm diameter and only 400kg) its performance was remarkable high muzzle velocity, it was selected as the optional undercarriage weapon for the Hs 129 in late 1941. However,

improvement over the As 410 A engine.

due to its low rate of fire and heaviness, it was not produced in mass quantities.




