CAPTURING THE "Ta152H-1"

Tal52H-17225 9%
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Creating a Kit While Investigating the Actual Craft

The many truths that you can come to see from touching the kit; it is the
ZOUREI MR A feeling that you are actually putting together the craft itself. That is where the
CONGREANOTE SWS Mo T true value onOUKEI—MURA% SWS shows itself.
FOCkC Wulf T3.152H-1 . Y e 'last blade' of Luftwaffe that carried the dignity of the Gerrlx}gn Air The final evolved form of the Focke-Wul
CHAPTER 2 Force: the production of this 'ultimate reciprocating aircraft' MSM The precise inner structure that could only be re
inevitable, as if in response to the cry of a generation. o ' 1 and the inevitable shape that its construction calls for. |
ZOUKEI-MURA have challenged themselves with its reproductionusing = It is a modification of the airframe carried on from the FW series,

that magical material, plastic.” and now you can experience it directly via this kit.
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Verifying the Engine
BT Engine
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The engine roughly consists of the main crankcase, rear peripherals,

lower cylinder block and front gear case. Consider the order of

assembly and painting for each block in order to work efficiently.
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Cut out the peripheral equipping parts, then glue them to the

peripherals. If you paint them at this point in the assembly, it will save
you time.
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The actual craft's Jumo213E engine: this is the truly seldom seen Jumo213E from the craft. Surprisingly, the right side engine mount is silver.
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The kit's Jumo213E engine: note the various parts and cords reproduced to their limit!
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The center of the supercharger is dark silver.
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The supercharger itself is matte black
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ERRTBLTVIVELLNEELBRUAHEET, The crank cover is matte black.

Using a silver paint which has been darkened with metallic
black will give the engine a more weighty impression.
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What was the actual engine like? .
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The Jumo213E, the engine in the only existing Tal52 at the

Smithsonian Museum. As it has been preserved in a warehouse for
along time, it is rusty and weathered, but the original colors are still
visible. The center of the supercharger is dark silver, but the intake
stays seem to be painted in matte black. These two pictures are the
left and right sides of the same engine. In this particular craft, the
engine mount seems to be silver on the right only, and painted

RLM?70, black-green, on the left.
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The actual craft's Jumo213E engine: even though the engine mount was curved on the right side to avoid the
inlet port, this is straight. Be sure to compare the line-up of the exhaust pipes and the various parts with the kit.

WL D5 The Completed Engine
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Prepare the lower pipes and engine mount parts carefully and paint

them in silver, dark silver, and matte black.
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The cords are matte black.
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The joint shaft is silver.
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The engine mount is RLM70, black-green
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This part is matte black.

THEHRERSHSBAOR)TIFIIZINGDEERD The installation of the lower pipes and peripherals is just as the
picture shows. Applying a wash with enamel paint will further

A T, ﬁgt:l%j)bf__ﬁiﬂ.t: Xevry i TE increase its weighty atmosphere.
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The holes for the MK108 barrels will
become a little tight after painting, so
readjust them using a knife.
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I attached the metal to the wings essentially in the same way as the fuselage (Picture 19),
however the wing tips required special treatment. (Picture 20) After finishing the polishing, I cut
the upper and lower tips where it was jutting out about Imm from the tip, overlapped them, and
then pushed down on them. Rubbing along this section with the stick part of a cotton swab makes
the joint become quite inconspicuous. Although the wings are quite solid, once you have finished
applying metal to the top, if you put even the slightest amount of excessive effort into the polishing
of the underside, the resultant bending will cause the metal on the top to split. The result of this
is a lot of touch-up and redoing the same thing over. (Pictures 21 & 22)

In general once all the metal affixing is done, the fuselage and main wings can be joined. These
parts join together very well, so I just lightly inserted some liquid glue which allowed them to hold
together very firmly. Next I tidied up the metal around the joining, and finished it up. (Picture 23)
With the fuselage and main wings now joined, next was attaching the legs.

For the protrusions on the air intake, I first attached a flat sheet to the surrounding area to hold
them in place. (Picture 24) For places such as the air intake on the engine cover, I affixed the metal

separately before attaching. Plain curved surfaces are easy to affix on, but plain level surfaces such
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as the gun cover are a different thing altogether. I also affixed metal to the various antennas as
much as was possible to finish them up. (Picture 25)

I had already painted the interior of the windshield area in an interior color, and after affixing
metal over the whole surface, I polished it and then cut it along the window frame. (Picture 26) I
then attached the bulletproof plating and the slide rail and guide hooks. After the hooks were
attached I crimmed them down as much as possible. I painted the anti-glare cover an interior color,
then lightly dry brushed the edges, then finished them up using green as a sale color. I replaced the
glass part of the sighting device with a clear plastic piece. The aileron, elevator and rudder were
covered with cloth, so I did not affix any metal, but instead painted them the light blue fuselage
underside color. I affixed metal to the tab only. All of the movable parts, including the flaps,

clicked firmly into their positions. At this point the metal affixing was finally completed.
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Ihe final problem was the propeller. Generally this would be painted in black green and that
would be it, but this time before painting it I wanted to try representing a wooden surface.

However I didn't know what would be the interior of a wooden one, and as a result of fretting over

t, [ figured at any rate it would be an assemblage of some kind of durable boarding so I should try
painting it with a stiff vibe. And then I thought that I'd like to express a neat assemblage and give
it a slightly arty finish.

When I was first assembling the boards, I built a five layer block out of plastic and then built the
blades so that I could check the blade design. (Picture 27) Using that design as a reference, I
applied drawn lines and masking to the blades of the kit propeller, and painted it in wood brown
and red brown, then finished it up by adding wood grain across the whole using orange and beige
colored pencils. On top of that I painted clear orange and clear red, and then painted several layers
of clear before sanding it to finish it. In reality I should have done a much more fine degree of
layering, but I think this large design gives it an arty feel. It has a look sort of like mahogany or
walnut furniture, and yet don't you think it's surprisingly suitable for this metal-covered aircraft?
I wanted the spinner to stand out so I worked on upping the shine of the propeller base. When
working on the wings I built a rod for checking the position of the landing gear during flight out
of stretched sprues and attached it. For the antennas I used superfine wire usually used with
handicraft beads. For the central line attachment and the central dowel shaped parts, I used
instant glue to recreate them, inserted into the windshield.

In this way the craft was completed. The build time was over 27 days, and the actual work time
was approximately 300 hours. The engine work took 6 days, 21 days were devoted to the main
body, and in the midst of that 10 days were devoted just to the metal affixing. The 'Bare Metal" I
used was 2 sheets of Ultra Bright Chrome, 3 sheets of Chrome, and 2 sheets of Flat Aluminum.
Once finished, it seems almost more like a racer craft than a warplane. Thanks to the metal the
silhouette comes out quite sharply, the nose seems surprisingly thick, and I think it's a fascinating
finished product that lets you understand a great many things. Not to mention, isn't this a

gorgeous aircraft!
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e, prudence and daring, or perhaps mannerism and recklessness, etc et
the equilibrium little by little, the ex ion of escaping the mold, this too is
one of the pleasures of German craft, whether it be called fake or fine. However is this the place where
one should thout fear of later vilificat !
¢ paint job completed in a color to make your eyes bleed, it's was then fun marking
time e with the nationality and stencils done usir e stock decals included, and some GHKS
code letter decals I received from a friend, lucky me, than
And next of all, the climax: painting the dirt. I just lov clear grey I recklessly dirtied it
all over the place. Even the botto v ,and ificl rkill, I could carefully remove
g my usual g ¢ in also strip off the e panels, bri
k resembling much we s black Darth Vader color, I went "bwaah!"
around the exhaus ¢ wings [ styled it up with dotted
shoeprints in silve:
I did the lc v d silv s cover screw holes
and the heavy paint represe
1ad an enjoyable time eep k ish I'd done more of this or that, but it's no
»d feeling, like this 1/32 Tank is the achievement of one of my long-time

m, without even moving, I can taste the exaltation - and is this itself not the main

ng at my completed Tank, I receive a huge sense of satisfaction from the magnificence of its

form. There are not that many kits in existence that have been scaled down this splendidly. Without a

doubr this kit is ; contender for finest craftsmanship.
But I sill | cience to remove the molding of the rear lights on the bullet
cartridge ejector, and I forgot about the storage hatches in my first-aid kit, and that, and this, and also

that, and this as well, and so on, and so on, etc, etc, etc.........
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Ta 152H-1 ‘Green 9°, Wk.Nr 150168
Built by Jean-Paul Poisseroux
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Focke Wulf TA-152 was doubtless the last piston-power-driven fighter put in service by Luftwaffe in
the last months of the Second World war. it is the descendant of the famous lineage of the Fw 190 A and
D-9, whose origins go back to 1942, when the RLM launched the programs of studies and developments
of a high-performance fighter. Although W. Messerschmitt proposed Me 155 B, it was finally Ta-152
("TA" for Kurt Tank, the designer) which was produced and engaged in very limited number in
operations. It nevertheless knew some successes in battle; the JG 301 and pilots confirmed that they had
in hands the best aircraft, allowing them to outclass the American, English and Russian airplanes which
until then had inexorably annihilated Luftwaffe.

To date in this scale we have only had the resin model from J. Rutman and the limited run kit from
Pacific Coast. The new Japanese brand Zoukei-Mura now produces this magnificent fighter for us after

their J7 Shinden. At first sight, the model is of the same vein as the J7 in term of details and certainly in

the ease of construction. In avery solid cardboard box we find six bags containing eight sprues, seven of

which are plastic injected in grey, aluminum and black. The examination of the parts on the sprues
shows that everything is well injected, free of smudge. We also note ejectors marks which will need to be
removed where they are visible, but there is easy access to do that.

The assembly instructions are very clear with 3D views of parts in assembly sequence, and all the
Japanese text is translated into English. A real improvement for non Japanese builders. Colors are
included in the Vallejo range and there is corresponding colors for the RLM.

The first stage concerns the cockpit with twenty three parts to be assembled: the floor, the consoles,
the dorsal bulkhead, the seat (with or without harness), the rudder pedal system, the control stick, the
throttle, the radio, the battery, the crank to open the canopy, the dashboard (with a complete instrumen-
tation or separated instruments to glue one by one), the panel anti-glare panel, and the gunsight (these

last ones will be attached at the end).
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01. I use a silver pen to add aluminium effect weathering where the
pilot put his legs. It can also be used to highlight rivets.

02. HERFPHRLE BRIV KYRL . HWITH
STENHEKS,

02. The pencil is easy to use, better and subtle control than paint.
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08. Instruments decals can be glued in one part or in individual
dials . this is not too long, but better effect. All dials are placed with
Micro Sol solution that soften them to match the panel.

04.0YY—IVERZERY I FHRBREIMEROKLTE
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04. When consoles are placed, instruments are colored with the point
of a toothstick. Decals are added on right console

05. BEREEKRTILATEY Y= bNIVMET Y=L
Ny ZIVEZIVIN-TE%,

05. The seat is first painted grey, then cream for harness and silver
for buckles
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Considering the access doors which can be opened, this set will be settled with the nitric oxide GM1
tank behind, and the 233and 362 liter petrol tanks will also be added under the floor. In other words,
the sub-assembly is ultra detailed.

The second stage concerns the Jumo 213 E engine. This last one consists of thirty one parts
including both arms supports and four parts for the axial MK108 cannon. At this stage the fuselage
will consist of side panels going from the firewall to the base of the vertical fin of the FW 190
(standard) and the underside panel in a single part with the internal structure completely reproduced.
We can now include the cockpit assembled in the first stage there. The tail is next, with its internal
details such oxygen cylinders and those for the compressor. Nothing is forgotten because the
triangular access panel for maintenance on the left-hand side of the vertical empennage can be
opened. At this stage the kit begins to take shape.

We continue with the wings with the central main spar and the main ribs in the middle of which
we'll accommodate both machine guns MG151. Around this skeleton the six parts forming the
covering (skin) will comfortably fall into position, with, naturally, the ailerons and the landing flaps
in raised or lowered configuration. Both sub-sets will then be combined with the fillets for junction.
The engine set will be fixed in front, then imprisoned by three panels, to the left, right and above,
without forgetting the large air inlet with its grid. The radiator, flaps and frontal ring will be set in the
furthest forward point.

Next is a very simple assembly which constitutes the four parts forming the stabilizer. Then, the
aircraft is almost finished and it is necessary to take care of the landing gear. The struts are furnished
with their compass, and the front wheels are installed firmly in the wing by inserting them and then
rotating them to get the right angle. Then all that remains is to put the brake cables and doors. For the
tail wheel, you need to glue together five parts, and insert the set inside the rear vertical empennage.
The final stage consists of attaching the propeller with its cone, the wing cannon covering panels, the
whole canopy (in open or close position) and its hooks, the windscreen, the FuG16 ZY and FuG25a
antennas, the step foot bar, the pitot tube and the navigation lights. The pins attaching the gear

indicators to the wings are curiously not furnished, but are easy to do yourself!
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