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U.S. AIR FORCE

F-4E Phantom II wio weaseLv

The F-4 was the first all-weather twin-engine carrier-based fighter jet developed
by the U.S. McDonnell Corporation for the U.S. Navy, the main features are its
versatility and large armament payload. The Air Force, interested in the high
performance of the F4H adopted by the Navy, borrowed two F4H-1s from the
Navy and began testing them, and found that the F4H-1 was not only superior in
overall performance to the "Century Series" of fighters used by the Air Force at
the time, but that by sharing the same series between the Navy and Air Force,
could cut the development and procurement cost. After its formal adoption as
the F-110 Spectre, it was renamed the F-4C in September 1962, transforming
itself into a land-based aircraft with the tactical flexibility to deal with the
invasion at all levels. Furthermore, the F-4D, the modified version of the Air
Force F-4C, underwent detailed modifications to its electronic system to improve
its tactical operational capabilities.

With the practical use of air-to-air missiles (AAM), the F-4 was designed based
on the sort of the missile panacea myth. The first half of the F-4, the B/C/D
versions had no fixed armament and could carry up to four AIM-7s
semi-embedded in the missile bay under the fuselage.In addition, they could
carry up to four AIM-9s mounted on the pylons under the wings. However, in
the Vietham War, the F-8 Crusader with its 20mm machine gun played a major
role, on the other hand, F-4 had no choice but to flee when all the missiles were
fired. They found that equipped only the missiles is insufficient. This was the
collapse of the missile panacea myth, which disrespect the air combat
performance. Prior to this, the plan to mount a machine gun on the Air Force
type F-4 launched in 1964, and the YF-4E (the prototype of the F-4E) was built
with the six-barrel M61A1 20mm Vulcan cannon mounted on the underside of
the nose as a fixed armament in 1965. Test flights went well, and in August 1966,
the first production F-4E was ordered, and its first flight was on June 30, 1967.
Thus the F-4E came out, the first version of F-4 series that equipped with a
machine gun, make use of the feedback from the Vietnam War, they deployed to
troops from November 1968, a total of 1,378 F-4Es were produced. Of those, 428
were deployed overseas to countries all over the world as export fighters. The
aircraft was active worldwide for long time, evolving to meet the unique needs
of each location.

“Wild Weasel" is the common name of the aircraft that specializes in the
detection and suppression of Surface-to-Air Missiles and radar-aimed AAAs that
had hampered the U.S. in the Vietnam War. Its primary mission is to track and
detect radio signals transmitted by enemy radar to their source so that they can
destroy enemy air defense facilities. In other words, they are taking on the risky
role of directing the attention of the targeted enemy air defense network to
themselves, so that their position is known to the enemy before they can catch
them, and they may be the first to be attacked. In order to upgrade the F-4G, the
Vulcan cannon on the underside of the nose was removed from the F-4E and
replaced by the AN/APR-38 RWAS (Radar Warning/Attack System), a powerful
radar detection/location system and various antennas such as beam receivers
and radar warning receivers were installed. 134 F-4E were converted to F-4G
and the first one flew in 1975. Actual operations began in 1978. The F-4G was
equipped with a variety of low and high frequency antennas throughout its
fuselage, including a shell-shaped fairing mounted on the tip of the vertical tail
and an APR-38 rear alert receiver. The F-4G, which underwent the actual
combat in the 1991 Gulf War and was the last operational derivative of the F-4
Phantom II, remained in service for a long time, until 1996.

To complete the long-nose type F-4 series as the SWS line-up, we replicate the
"F-4G," which is said to be the most successful Wild Weasel, with its accurate
external shape and details. You can compare the differences between each
version by building them. These fighter-attack aircraft masterpieces that was
deployed all over the world and evolved uniquely for each country, you can
collect them as the SWS. Please enjoy it together with the other short nose types.
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The landing gear has a landing light and a
taxi light on the front gear door, as the Air
Force version of the aircraft was mainly used

for non-carrier landing. The main wheel used
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The fire control system (FCS) on the F-4E and
F-4G is the compact and highly shock-resistant
AN/APQ-120 radar. The flight controls, which had
only been in the front seat for the U.S. Navy
versions, were added to the rear seat like in the
F-4C/D, enabling the Weapon Systems Officer
(WSO) to pilot as well. In addition
to increasing the probability of
survival, dual controls also had
operational benefits such as elimi-
nating the need to modify aircraft
for training purposes.
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The F-4G is a SEAD (Suppression of Enemy Air Defense)

aircraft, the successor to the F-105G, modified from the F-4E,
that uses various sensors such as the AN/APR-38 to locate

enemy SAM (surface-to-air missile) site tracking/guidance

radar or radar waves fired from radar sites and their locations,
and then attacks with anti-radar missiles such as the AGM-45,
AGM-78 and AGM-88. It is called the "Wild Weasel" because

of its resemblance to a weasel crawling on the ground in

search of prey. 134 of them were modified from the F-4E. The

F-4G, which underwent the actual combat in the 1991 Gulf
War and was the last operational derivative of the F-4 Phan-
tom II, remained in service for a long time, until 1996.

This SWS kit replicates the aircraft with the markings of the

52nd TFW/81st TFS 69-7268 deployed to Spangdahlem Air

Force Base, Germany. The decals are for the Shark Mouth, the

Black Panther on the side and the emblems and the code letter
SP on the vertical tail wing.
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be found throughout this
assembly manual. Please keep
an eye out for headings such as
the one above.

a large 200psi low pressure tire with anti-skid
brake equipment.

The M61A1 20mm Vulcan cannon on the
underside of the nose, a characteristic of the
F-4 long nose type, has been removed, and a
new fairing has been installed to house the

receivers. Up to four AIM-7E missiles can be
mounted in the missile bay under the fuselage,
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but usually two are mounted in the rear Sta. 3/7.
Sta. 4 on the left side under the nose carries
ECM pods such as AN/ALQ-119 and AN/ALQ-131.
Two AGM-88s (up to four) and four AIM-9s can
be mounted on the pylons under the wings (few
F-4G carries AIM-9).

The engines were typically General
Electric J79 turbojet engines with
afterburners, the same as the U.S. Navy
F-4s. In particular, the F-4E used the
J79-GE-17 (8,119kg maximum thrust)
which was designed to be started with a
MXU-4/A gunpowder cartridge starter on
frontline bases, while still maintaining
the standards of the F-4B’s J79-GE-8
(7,710kg maximum thrust). The SWS kit
replicates the F-4G J79-GE-17 engine in
as few parts as possible while still
maintaining the realistic dimensionality
and abundant detail.

Try Out Different Positions!
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For details, see
each paragraph.
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> Recreate the F-4G in a variety of positions by N
ﬁﬁg‘t];f < 7": g ‘4 )o adjusting the flaps and olherydetzfils. ) 7279 7-TIVAYTF 17.~R—-Y
- Flap Ailerons Lowered (page 17)
¥ v/ E—MERE 26.X—Y RAIN=RRL> b I77L—%HEU
Opened Canopy (page 26) 29.R—Y 24.~N—Y
Internal Hardpoint Closed Airbrake
\. (page 29) (page 24)
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Lowered or Raised

RIBMIEL 21.A—Y

Horizontal Stabilizer

Front Strut Extended || $MIN—=RRS Vb 27.R—
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External Hardpoint (page 27)

IHV=R R/ ZIEIU 16.8— || (page 20)

u:uage 21)

Closed Exhaust Nozzle (page 16) | ‘
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