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February 1945: Continuing to evolve until the very end, the powerful fuselage of the final form of the Focke-Wulf series was hurled into combat.
That fighter plane, released into the deteriorating course of the German mainland's air defense campaign, was Luftwaffe's last fighter plane, the Ta 152H.

The development process began halfway through 1940, and continued through 1941 and the aerial campaign against the British mainland.
In high-altitude combat, battles against British fighter planes often had bitter outcomes for German fighters. As the ceiling of the Spitfire was several hundred me-
ters higher than that of German planes, the British side would stand superior in dogfights, resulting in serious damages for the German side.

At the same time, the United States Army Air Forces, which had been tracking the changes in the war between Britain and Germany, began a large-scale bombing
campaign of landmarks in the European continent, and moreover, started rapidly equipping "B-17 Flying Fortresses," which retained enough cruising power to re-
turn home.

Then in September 1941, an opportunity to collect the exhaust turbine of a B-17 arose when one was shot down in Norwegian skies, and Reich Marshal G_ring,
who had originally ignored the necessity of having high-altitude fighters, withdrew such claims, declaring, "What we need is altitude." Finally, the production de-
mand for a high-altitude fighter went out to all the German manufacturers.

Messerschmitt AG developed a completely new aircraft, the "Me 262," and Focke-Wulf Flugzeugbau AG continued development on an improved Fw 190, the "Ta
152." Thus, the final new-model fighter plane approved for development with a reciprocating engine was born.

In the Ta 152 development plan, there were two versions, the Ta 152C for mid-altitude combat and ground attack, and the Ta 152H for high-altitude combat, but
only a few of the Ta 152H ever saw battle.

The final German demise began on January 1, 1945, with the heavy losses suffered during "Unternehmen Bodenplatte (Operation Baseplate)."

The Ta 152 was deployed to JG 301 (Jagdgeschwader 301, Luftwaffe fighter wing #301), which was assigned to homeland aerial defense, and where it made its com-
bat debut.

JG 301 was a fighter unit established for the purpose of "Wilde Sau" night warfare, and at the same time one of the few Luftwaffe units capable of all-weather sor-
ties. The pilots of JG 301 flew the Ta 152, throwing themselves into dogfights in the midst of a war which it was already clear they were doomed to lose.

The pilots rejoiced in the Ta 152H's ease of maneuverability. Unexpectedly, the fuselage developed for the purpose of high-altitude combat was also very maneuver-
able in both low and middle altitudes, having a very small turning radius. This maneuverability was such that, even when being chased by the "P-51D," the princi-
pal fighter plane of the opposition, it was possible to reverse the situation and gain the enemy's rear. And just when worries about the P-47 and the Tempest had
all but disappeared...

May 1945: Germany surrenders.

The mission of extremely high-altitude interception that the Ta 152 was originally demanded for was finally gone.

However, even in low- and mid-altitude battles, the turning ability that capitalized on those super-long wings bore fruit in actual combat, and it can certainly be
thought that the the ideal of Dr. Kurt Tank, "Fighter planes shouldn't be racehorses, they need to be cavalry horses," was amply demonstrated.

Now in 2010, the Ta 152 H-0 (serial number 150010, identification number CW+ClJ) in storage at the American National Air and Space Museum (NASM) is, as far
as can be verified, the only existing Ta 152.

In any case, the Ta 152's reputation as one of the "ultimate reciprocating engine fighter planes," will surely endure long into the future.
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