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Detaching the Engine Parts .
sepHint

IOV VDOREKRRDI AR =T avsD
BR/S—Y B 7w 220w 8= 865 T
RENTVET . RBIDEE T, &)=V 50 F—
DRREIDIEL | FRINUTERY INFT &/ =Y ZBRIB LT
LEVET. ETS50F—TERYINL D LT O,
ZYNR—EFA T TT =N =T T A %
HLET,

The fundamental portion of the engine is

composed of 6 parts: the front and back parts
of each row in the twin row cylinder block,
and the front and back pushrods. Due to
certain conditions of manufacturing, the
space between each part and its sprue is very
small, so if you forcibly remove the parts from
the sprues, you will damage the parts. Begin

by detaching the part with the surrounding

IV —=Y—% Engine Parts, at a Glance

sprue still attached, then little by little, use
nippers and a hobby knife to remove the gate

marks and seams.

sroHint

BiERTy a0yl @RIV E-T0Ov IR ERNYUYE-T0vogs BRIV E-J0v o VUV E-T0vogs  #EB7vanvh
Back of the Front Row
of the Cylinder Block

Front of the Front Row
of the Cylinder Block

Front Pushrods

11{!_

i

INTDON-YRBHIHSRETHTY
This is a view of all the parts as seen

from the front. as connecting parts.

R RE DR AT
Attaching the Intake Tubes

seoHint
MR =70y ZERIHRT Y a0y FI3=Y0)
AL THRD 726, BRAE S—Y ZRITITET .
YFERI DN ERE W) D EREZRTNIY ~
=70y 7 DERDREESD SR OIIRELET .

Once you are finished assembling the twin
rows of the cylinder block and the front and
back pushrods, it's time to attach the intake
tubes. Glue the left sides (the longer sides) of
the forked, Y-shaped tips to the right-side
openings (when seen from the rear) in the

back row of the cylinder block.
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IV E—DE-IVFEHELHIRTVET
The molds for the cylinders also serve

Back of the Back Row
of the Cylinder Block

Front of the Back Row
of the Cylinder Block

By looking at the molds for the connecting rods,

Back Pushrods

01. KEBRFVF—BRHSVERYER
UNZESLETBEN-VERIEBTSC
EDBYVET,
02. EOMNEBE -V IN—T. HEIT
N=VEHNLET,
03. 7y rany FN—VIEMILZ >~
F—HHBZDT . SWEEREEL &
£TY.
04. SV F—%ALTT—bBIRFA
TTHLEOBMYBKREET,
05. OY RILHBN—FTAVTZ14
BIFBIEKREDIF . THEICNELE
T TDNEBREEDNEEDNYICKE
HEBLET,
01. If you try to remove the part
from the larger sprue frame all at
once, you will damage the part.
02. Using precise nippers with
slender tips, carefully detach
each part.
03. There are sprue parts in
between some of the pushrods,
so an excess of care is required
when working to remove them.
04. After removing the sprue
parts, use a hobby knife to remove
the gate marks, little by little.
05. When removing the seams
from the push rods, be careful to
avoid breakage, but be thorough
in carrying out the work. This
small procedure will have a large
impact on the final finish.

A0V FOE—IVR TRNDBELRBOBENLLFHVET

it's easy to see the structure of the actual connecting rods,

and how they would move in the actual aircraft.

WHBICRZZIvOY PP Ty yany FREKRIELH MDY
TyERBDBEOTEL L, TNESWSOHEBREWVWAETY,
With the addition of the intake tubes to the connecting rods and
pushrods that can be seen inside the engine, there is a sudden
jump in the level of realism. This is the best part of the SWS.

RS TORY AT
Attaching the Intermediate Pipes )
arroHint

SWSDFy FOREILHFHRDOVEDIETI I VD
BT FERE N TR TEMRAY 12— DLT T
BIETY . IREX2FI=18RB DTN TUI2AT
DRPFRDINNA TIMTEFET

A large feature of the SWS kit is that all of

the intake tubes and exhaust pipes have been

made into parts that correspond with their
actual counterparts. 9 cylinders x 2 rows =
18 cylinders, and each of the 18 has its own

intake tube and exhaust pipe.

-

b. Theh piessidown the' ends“'.:é,o il

01 thetucEsElsmoothly. 02 & ,i'.’-

s,

01. HH )Y F—HOBRKIEN—Y(C-13)IE. ET %
HEFH U A0y IDEADOR(EAHDS5RT)
ICELRAH BiIEEN—YB-1DOYZICSDNIEVS
ICREDRBRLTEELET,

02. N—=YC-13ZFNT/IN—YB-11IcHEE LIIREE, &
[ERF®RYY -7 0v LB BEDSRETEAA
ICERETNTOEY,

03. ZRREN—VC-13DOLICELSD LS FHFII >
=70V DHIERBMNIT(C-18)EHEELET,
01. For the air intake tubes (Part C-13) for the front
row of the cylinder block, first insert the tips into

PERE DI 4TS Artaching the Exhaust Pipes

03

the right-side openings (when viewed from the
rear) in the front row of the cylinder block, then
glue the ends so that they sit smoothly on the
short legs of the Y-shapes of Part B-11.

02. In the photo, Part C-13 has been completely
glued to Part B-11. When viewed from the rear,
the air intake tubes of the front row of the cylinder
block have been connected on their right sides.
03. Glue down the intermediate pipes (Part C-18)
for the front row of the cylinder block exhaust
pipes, as if they were lying on top of the air intake
tubes (Part C-13).

srroHint

PERBDEBB) I/ ST N TV B0, Bkt
HNR=VHERIZL>TVET . HAZTPLZOXR=Y
DEEZIKRT BMEDLLVWEIIHAILTKE
TVCBMICANYBATZIERE D/N—Y 2 H I T
ZIET. ERIVCOBEDISERTES L
INHES>TVET,

A& Upper Left Side
C-23+C-26

C-23 \ ”

C-26

C-25

FEM Lower
C-25+C-29

\ C-29

As the exhaust pipes have also been made
into parts that correspond to their counter-
parts in the actual aircraft, they are rather
complicated parts. Please study the photos in

the assembly manual, as well on this page,

very closely, so that you can build without

any errors. By assembling the complicated
exhaust pipes, you will gain a thorough
understanding of the engine structure in the

actual Skyraider.

k&M Upper Right Side
C-24+C-27

C-24

BABEREIVIVN-VERIDSRLETATYT,
All explanations and images are given
while viewing the engine parts from the rear.

/ T#HM Lower Right Side
C-28 C-22+C-28
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ERREERDARAILT
Assembling the Main Landing Gear Bays

wrroHint
FERUREINIARD RS = EH DR T EEE) S —
VEENOCELRAATHALTET . EWEEZIA
52 Z/8=(D-2, D3, EEDY T/8—=)8—
VEVUBT LA OHAAAHBET . ARY T/ =
ZRBELES . RETE N -V EEELET.

The main landing gear bays are built by

inserting the right and left storage bay parts
into the front and back spars from above.
The trusses (D-2, D-3) that support the main
landing gear assemblies are inserted while
slightly spreading the right and left wing ribs.
Once the inner wing ribs have been glued,

then glue the inner wing undersides.

FHREE  The Main Landing Gear Storage

Truss

IREEE/N—Y
Storage bay

1EADRBEERN-YZDPLEVNT
1. Spread the storage bay sides sfightly
2. FSRN—Y & LD SHIHAG
2. Insert the trusses from above

FHRAERBOE—ILFLRHBEYTY
Make sure to take a look at the molds of the
spars that will be visible after completion.

FEREICBRIBAN—DE—IVFICTEE
Make sure to take a look at the molds of the
spars that will be visible after completion.

a. b SAN—YDEDERICANT
a. First insert the rear of the truss

b.FSAN—VDEEZIZHAL
b. Then insert the sides of the truss

zroloint

EEROEHREEDTEALSWSOFy F &N
3 ER L ROERIPZ/N-DORE, BEICH VR
DORAZEALY, Fv FONN=YRVNIEEK
BYAESNTVBO DI DY ET .
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If you compare the main landing gear stor-
age bays in photos of the actual aircraft to
those in the SWS kit, details such as the
piping on the spars and on the undersides of

the main wing upper surfaces, the magazines

that are visible through the openings in the

panels, etc., all make it clear that the kit parts
are created to be faithful in every way to their

counterparts in the actual aircraft.

H R

The Cannons in the Wings .
z#oloint

ATHRAA VA -3 ERITEL2PITOOM3
20mmERIRE BB LTV ET . BITHRKIINE
NENZN200%, SINEHZNZNIIRTT . Fv
T3, WINRROBELRITEY A ENZRED
IN=IEINTVET,

The A-1H Skyraider was equipped with two

F Sy \BOTSy YNt

ERAFET T Z—IN—Y THFE

Cannon barrels that include

the horn-shaped flash

,ﬁ," suppressors are offered as
accessories for separate sale

M3 20mm automatic cannons in each of the
main wings. The inner wing cannons were

armed with 200 rounds of ammunition each, FCCAR20mmBE DS
The structure of an outer wing

and the outer wing cannons 198 rounds each. 20mm cannon, also from the manual.

For the kit, both the magazines for the inner ) )
01. EEARID2MHANRAE. AR D2MHARNRAETY .

20mmBBEHABRYVYELBETREL. @BETECE
FATIVTBELRBOHET . AMWIIEL<E—ILF
TNTVBRDT. & BEETREY AT TEEELLS,

. REI_aTIVICRS AR20mmBOEE
and outer wing cannons as well as the shells  Thestructure of aninner wing 20mm cannon,
as seen in the manual for the actual aircraft.

being fed into the cannons have been made

into parts. 01. The 2 cannons toward the outside edges of the
\ photo are outer wing cannons, and the 2 cannons

N in the center of the photo are inner wing cannons.
ngﬁgﬁtf'l‘ﬁmﬁﬁk The 20mm cannons and their magazines should be
Completing the Inner Wing Interiors painted Matte Black, and a light, metallic dry brush
and the Outer Wings £ will give a large boost to the degree of realism.
srroHint The shells have been very finely molded, so please

MNEIZ20mmBEREE RE. Y EE=HT0OH paint them in separate metallic colors such as gold

01 and silver.

IN=R=YZFHZLET NN =T, ERT
WEBRWF v NZTT NI, RERAEEZ 1=
THERLTVWEY, TE/ S —VICREIRE -V %
2R, 20mmBA e S —Y R EAHALET,

Once you've set the 20mm cannons in the
inner wing, glue on the covers for the folding
section. On the actual aircraft, the covers are
made of black canvas. For the outer wings,
the internal structure has been reproduced all
in one piece. Before you attach the internal
structure to the outer wing underside, make

sure to insert the 20mm cannons.

02. FED20mmEERIEZAZhAMICA,» >THE
DHVET  THINBERONHDSE EBANRAET.
02. The inner wing 20mm cannons each have
their own magazine facing the interior. The maga-
zines are also visible through the openings in the
panels of the main landing gear storage bays.

03. ARDOHNBBEN—VRIEFORVEDEERST
W ARDETHREGCEBETESLSITEELEY,

03. Make sure to sufficiently remove the gate
marks and seams from the internal structure of
the outer wings, then take care when checking
that the upper and lower panels of the outer
wings can be glued together without any gapping.

04. ENEHI|ZAD-3WEAD-6(A-TH)AICLRA 7 LT
BETITD AV HBOEERNGHEERIRCTT,
04. In the photo to the left is an AD-3W that has
only been restored in the style of an AD-6 (A-1H),
but the structure of the folding section is funda-
mentally identical.
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AW Y Washing

siepHint

EROBEREREIMEEN 5726, FLBEWIEIF X
WERNIL BT Ay VT 2TVET SR FA
NIIFAVERERLALZIANEDNT, 21
ICPETESTVEET,

01. 2EFICTFAIVERERY T4y aX—NN—THE
CHEMSIKETT,

02. 63 —E. 2@ EIFXIVYVF—R8FELTaY
JaAR—N—THEM>LRETT.01DFEELERS
ERVBRENVICES>TVET,

03. 2OBHLERFULL . T4y YaR—N—TEIHHE
WMo T BLEFICRERLIEI T AIVERD
REHRECOIVET . CTHS HFERGHSHER
JiIchbhWET,

04. 3DEHELFLL.5THHESFE TV
R=N—THWIERETT . 2ED"®R"HTB LI,
HEZLMAEIXLET,

Once you are completely finished with the
basic paint job, it's time to wash with diluted
enamel paint. Use a broad, flat paintbrush to

coat the aircraft with the enamel paing; you

01. Shown in this photo is the model after it was
coated in enamel paint, then lightly wiped off
with tissue paper.

02. Shown in this photo is the model after it was
wiped off once again, using tissue paper soaked
in enamel thinner. When compared with the
model in photo 01, it looks considerably cleaner.
03. Just as in photo 02, this is the model after it
has been lightly wiped off once with tissue
paper. The enamel paint still left after wiping is
clearly visible on the white surface. From this

EHDFNUI? How Dirty was the Actual Aircraft?

can kill two birds with one stone and perform
groove inking at the same time, by pouring

the enamel paint into each panel line.

point, proceed to wipe with care, always keeping
an eye on the state of the paint job.

04. Just as in photo 03, this is the model after it
has been wiped off a second time, this time with
tissue paper soaked in enamel thinner. Adjust
how much enamel paint you leave behind as you
wipe, so as to properly bring out the "style" of
your model.

zioPoint

ZAA VAT —13ZF DEUMEBS D=8, AL PIIr
TYVFNTVWET . TOFEERIXRTLEF PO
VA-152T, 5HEELIMID, MERICB L TRk E
WEHATY,

A ERFBOT VT TEBIDFAELE
A. The three antenna surfaces on the leading edges of the main
wings are all black.

B. BBIRIE S v NBDT Sy a N4 —fFE

B. The cannons have been equipped with horn-shaped flash
Suppressors.

CHBEUTREBIPEVWYVF—TIRSIYarvy—t2&kiE

C. There were a few Navy type Skyraiders that were equipped with
the Yankee Extraction System.

D. R IcE LS THADFLEENWICENTLET

D. Despite being in wartime, the exhaust stains have been cleaned

E.SROIty 7 ARERIE. FLRBYRIRTLE.

E. At the time, Essex-class aircraft carriers still had wooden decks

196718 . ZBAYRH-Z—DRIREDVA-152, =&
FTEEEFNhERYFTYy I HETERSICHY ., FOF
OIRBENTVWARETT . ERTELLIEYT TR
EBTT.INZZ0EERBICRBRTZOLVLDTY
B ERTZE EBFOVRIOHEENYICHE>TLE
WETDT FERCHFEET ITHET 5 EHLIRT
FHBELTLRESICHEEBICEALT.ZKOEKRVRD
SHhBBEETY,

VA-152 aboard the deck of the aircraft carrier USS
Oriskany in January of 1967. The upper surfaces
of the main wings are in quite muddy states, being
mottled with dirt and touched-up paint. The lower
surfaces of the main wings are very sooty. It's all
very well and good to apply this kind of staining to
the model kit if so desired, but if you're careless,
you'll end up with what looks like just a dirty paint
job, so please proceed very carefully. As
explained by the corresponding letters for each of
the lines, the photo contains many interesting
points with regards to details.
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Due to the intense missions the Skyraiders

undertook, they would become quite dirty

during their time at sea. Shown in the photo
to the lower right is a VA-152 Skyraider

during the Vietnam War; besides the state of
the plane's cleanliness (or rather, lack
thereof), there are several additional details

that help make it a photo of great interest.

EDAAHILT
Building the Main Landing Gear Assemblies
sirepHint

BREFOEZ LEZEHH A LA —DHFHRTT .
B E AR O AL, SWSOF Y MIE
BICBRERICERINTVET,

The unique shape of the main landing gear

assemblies is a distinctive feature of the Sky-
raider. The characteristically sturdy main
landing gear assemblies of the actual carrier-

based fighter have been faithfully recreated
for the SWS kit.

01. ZOF v MFEELGEEFATORLEEHENK
L REGEEBBELLENERENMEND LS. 218
BHOMBEL Y FEATVE T ET REEBHTIHE
SHERD. EESOMEEFERTEHNEEIRLET,

2.D-19D%iHD E > & XM
D-37DRICHEELET .

2.then glue the tip of D-19 into the
opening in main gear strut D-37.

o
|

Ty
' A-zo@»ﬁ;‘.—,&aﬂ‘rao‘-u:{w‘

1.Attach the base of D-20 to front spa; D.

B nER BEINER
Lightly Weighted
Weighted Configuration

Configuration

01

02. ZOF Y TR . EWE LDOLSHHETHERET L
TVET EHRRHIASKTELLGOT HHFILTLET
CEDKEABTERBYERAN MBHITFIEITE
BLTEEN DHERICEHIITET,

01. With this kit, you can build the Skyraider in a
light, unloaded state with no armament, or in a
heavy, completely loaded state with full arma-
ment; consequently, two different types of main
gear struts are included. First, you need to

—
2.D-19¢& FMFICHEBELET .
2.then glue D-19 to the main gear strut.

/ ‘

03 : f
01. ¥F HMET7IVFa2I—42—D-200%%E)>VUT
Ay FAVID-19CHELTHEEET . D-200RTE R
TRICEBEL.ZZEZRICLT.D-19D%EEE/FD
MTERHFAGELSICLTESELET,

02. RIC.HHEFEY>ID-18DIRTEE 7 ZD-1ICEH S
T.D-19EEMEDRICBICEELTVEET,

03. AL TIKETT M) U D-18DFMICH S
ANZHITD-19DHEHEEL . D-18D X HERAICHZE
EEMBONRERFAGEISICLTEELET,

04. RFBIC.HMBIEEHIOY FD-28 B THIE. MW IE
ERTY,

01. First, begin by gluing the end of main gear
actuator D-20 to link attachment D-19. Glue the
base of D-20 to the front spar, then, using that
point as a fulcrum, insert and glue the end of
D-19 into the base of the main gear strut.

02. Next, attach the base of main gear link D-18
to front spar D-1, insert D-19 into the opening in

02

=
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o
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tr—m:ﬁ- —
[m..l.
€

decide whether you will be loading any arma-
ment, then select which main gear struts you will
be using.

02. In this kit, the parts for the main landing gear
assemblies are organized as shown in the photo
above. As the main gear struts are thick and
sturdy, there shouldn't be any unsteadiness after
building, but please make sure to follow the order
of assembly, and build both carefully and soundly.

1.D-18DIRTTHE 7 ZD-1c&HVF T
1.Attach the basg ofD-1_8 to front spar_D-1 ,"‘"

the main gear strut, then glue everything
sequentially.

03. This is how everything should look when
built. The side of D-19 is glued to the hollow in
the middle of main gear link D-18, and the inner
rod at the end of D-18 is inserted and glued into
the opening in the main gear strut.

04. Finally, once you glue on telescoping rod
D-28, the main landing gear is complete.
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EHOENT
The Main Landing Gear Assemblies

on the Actual Aircraft .
s#oloint

EROEMIEHLCBBICRAZTN. V72 E
BREZRSISFIFARLHS, £ T 590° MALH
TR TN SHIETT

The main landing gear assemblies on the actual

Skyraider appear to be very complex structures,
but they are actually organized in such a way
that the links pull on the main gear struts from

behind, twisting the tires 90° as they are stowed.

01. ZCHEEREFENDOENTY BERLMFITE -
EKALCTID . RA— VDA EB>TVWETOTIEE
LTKEEW,02. THEKOBELRA—IVERODT
L—FBLEEDHMIICOIVET ZETERAETN
TeRELGDOT WAN—DBIERICESNATUVE A,
03. FiIERAN—IEHBLEHRERE. 727V IHE
BTHEIKETISATVET,

01. Shown in this photo is the main landing gear
assembly of an Air Force type Skyraider. The main
gear strut is identical to that of a Navy type
Skyraider, but the two will differ where the wheels
are concerned, so please be careful. 02. In this
photo, the structure of the main gear strut itself is
clearly visible, as is the brake section behind the
wheel. As this is an aircraft that was flown in the US
Air Force, the edge of the main gear door was not
painted red. 03. As shown in this photo, the front of
the main gear door has a delicate curve to it, with the
fairing attaching to the underside of the main wing.
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EMDTERK
Completing the Main

Landing Gear Assemblies .
§ suepHint

FA—NETV—=F3 T WA =R UL
FHDORMRTY . ERETZ-> S DL EDVICTER,
Once the wheel, the brake pipe, and the gear
door have been attached, the main landing
gear assembly is complete. Please note that we
have finished it in such a way as to try and

bring out as much realism as possible.

03

- ' 7:‘3:{.-,; (

01. RA—IVERDTL—FRE 2L VIV EAMICHET
WET BLWIL—FNITRBFYFTEBpAEN—Y
ftEhTLEy,

02. 7V Fa2I—2—(Fv bD/IN—YD-20)IF¥V)
VHE-BGOT ERGEHLOVIVN-TT,

03. ZOHBDBERIE VW ESETHXIZIRESR
NELEEEZDFTTrAZELEVES I HAN-DF
EAVVIZTLYRTEI>TWELS,

04. RA—IVDITL—FFILNATHREEBHT
WET HINBERNDOER) ITHS5DZF<20mmia D3
BlcbTixE,

01. The brake behind the wheel extends further to
the interior than the actual tire itself. Even the

black brake pipe has been properly reproduced
as a part in the kit.

02. The main gear actuator (part D-20 in the kit) is
cylindrical, and the silver of unpainted metal.

03. In order to prevent crew members from hitting
their heads and injuring themselves while servic-
ing the planes within the narrow confines of a
carrier deck, the Navy planes of this time period
had the edges of their main gear doors painted
insignia red.

04. The brake drum and pipe on the wheel consider-
ably raise the level of realism. Please also note the
magazines for the 20mm cannons that peek from
the wing ribs inside the landing gear storage bays.

CHAPTER 2
67




IC2OEEERDEREEL TS
DHRZIHHE, ZOLE1—EEHRA
TLWBEDIIL AL BN EEDIEE-
THADHZESH)  ED06ITT.ZD
POFERETZOB)IILV. BHD
RATHETZ. B OV FT TP S, ¥R
5, BRI >T—FEFITFE%E
HoTWADIIAERETE. 25712592
ZNTRLU. I 70y )V 219725
NoTHEBEIE-STWS. HdH, £7=
AREDFEZLTLEST=AEF WV A
BEFEDOL, 212D AT OER
DERUIASTWT IPMSORAD A
AL, REAICHZ—Fvy—1%D
55TV, FSGEFMHUE S/ —) L&
RREF =T EDERS A TDR
FRADS->TVWBEIEREa N ES
I ZOUDFDLTIIERAREF >~
N=%FH5TWV5, 2T TR WD
PN FLEHT—EE) AEVBRE

-
-
—

=22 |OLT7 77T HIEEXE
FLEREERICUSZ, —BEARG Lk
EREREZLES Y E-BEZN
N F—TEDTERL. EX DD
NTVWBFA U 2II-FYIESITEA
EDNPFLEERIIRTHPII->FVEL
=RRDOZ A TLIROEEMD GIE
LOTVLAETHTONTWS AR
RIAVNRWIRF LT T TR,
JERD T VA DEERE LT, TRDER
BRODWEY DT FA T,

CHAPTER 3
136

Painting the Airplane
Well, here's the make-or-break of
this whole build. I know most all

of you people reading this article
have your own painting protocol,
so I won't try to impede on this.
It's your airplane, you do it your
way, because you know best what
works for you, right? Very well. I
use "Floquil" paint. Have been
since about 1972, oh no,
more ancient

history - can't

help it, I'm an

old dude.

Anyway, I like

this paint and I

have a mixing chart
from an IPMS friend
from many moons ago,
for mixing FS (Federal

camo colors from the bottom

Standard) and MILSPEC colors.
You former military types know light gray. I cut a long piece of
what I'm talking about, everything ~ masking tape in a wavy line and
in the world has a MILSPEC

number. So I mixed up some Viet

applied it to the model to paint the
bottom gray. The wing leading
Nam colors and painted the edges are a soft separation line.
airplane in Viet Nam camoflage
colors, using an old "Pasche" VL
airbrush. Once the basic camo-
scheme is on, I go back over the
color separation lines with a
thinned mix of the adjoining colors
to tidy up the separation lines.
Most RVNAF airplanes had a hard

edge, wavy line separating the top

OK NI FaBEERET5I&ICLE
DENG, ZITTREFLAERT—I2E
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Okay, now since I chose a Viet

Namese scheme. Now I had to
come up with their national
markings. I thought about it and
finally, the ol' light bulb came on
and I realized I could use WW2
US national insignia with the red
surrounds for starters. I found
some in my spare decal box. After
these were applied and dried
sufficiently, I, as carefully as my
shaky hands would go, painted the
side bars yellow with a red stripe
down the middle. Easy enough
once, but four times!? Whew,
break-time. There is a South Viet
Namese flag on each side of the
rudder, but this was easy enough,
a yellow rectangle with three
horizontal red stripes in the
center. Now, I began the therapy
work - The blue band with the
swept stars on the rear fuselage. I
masked off and painted the band,
gloss insignia blue. I had a sheet of
plain white decal, so on the back,
in pencil; I drew different-sized

ovals and then drew the swept-
stars inside them. After that, [
spent the remainder of the evening
cutting out approximately
30-some odd stars. I applied the
stars in a more or less random
fashion in two rows on the blue
band - and it looked pretty good
for this Oyaji (old boy).

The rest of the stencils were from
the kit decal sheet. But since most
of the South Viet Namese ground
crew couldn't read much English,
most of the stencils were painted
over the first time the airplane
went to the paint shop. T
airbrushed the exhaust stains on
the sides of the airplane using a
very thin charcoal black with a
hint of tan indicating a good, lean
mixture and a well running engine.
Serial numbers and squadron codes
and the two tiger-faces on each side
of the cowling came from the
ever-present spares box. The rest of
the kit decals appear very nice,
follow the guide.

CHAPTER 3
137




