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The 8th Tactical Fighter Squadron / the 49th Tactical Fighter Wing "Black Sheep", used the F-4D in
May 1972, were deployed to Takhli AB, Thailand, and took part in Vietnam War. The famous pilot
Captain John Pouch I1I, distinguished himself by extraordinary achievement as WSO of the F-4D on
June 26th 1972. Regardless of the intense and accurate antiaircraft fire, he delivered his bombs on
target in support of nearby friendly forces. Despite the hazardous conditions associated with the
strike, Captain Pouch succeeded in preventing the hostile forces from over running an allied landing
zone. Furthermore, during the Operation Linebacker II in December 1972, after receiving a direct
hit just behind the nose wheel gear door, punctured the number one fuel cell was still able to fly back

to base. The 8th Tactical Fighter Squadron is the only one of the USAFE deployed to Vietnam War,

not to lose any aircrew members in combat, in spite of the many dangerous missions.
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There is no No.34 and 38 Decal.
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