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Role: Fighter

Crew: 2

Wingspan: 16,800mm
Length: 8,713mm
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(In a three-point stance, without radar antennas)

Height: 3,257mm
Power: Junkers Jumo 004 B-2
Turbo Jet Engine (thrust 900kg) x 2
Maximum speed/altitude: 977km/h / 12,000m
Armament: 30mm MK 103 Machine Cannon x 2
30mm MK 108 Machine Cannon x 4
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Ho 229 was a Flying Wing Fighter developed by the Horten brothers late
in World War II. The brothers had been interested in gliders and flying
wings since they were children. Reimar, the younger, was mainly in
charge of designing planes, while Walter, the older, was a pilot, tested
planes and assisted Reimar. In 1931, they succeeded in flying H I for the
first time. As Germany started rearming in 1936, the brothers joined the
army, but under the instruction of Dr. Alexander Martin Lippisch who
designed the Me 163, they continued designing and building Flying
Wings. From 1936 to 1938, they produced H II-V and prototypes one
after another. In 1943, they joined in the “Project 1,000 x 1,000 x 1,000”
advocated by Hermann Goering. The project, which was to produce a
bomber plane able of flying 1,000km at a speed of 1,000km/h while trans-
porting 1,000 kilos of bombs, motivated them to accelerate their work
towards producing Flying Wings powered by jet engines. Then, an
accident occurred while they were testing the prototype “Ho IX V2” , but
the overall result was good enough to officially adopt it as “Ho 229” .
The performance of the plane was highly evaluated by the Luftwaffe,
which planned to produce many variations of Ho 229 (day/night fighter,
two seats version etc.) aside from its original plan to produce it as a Fight-
er. However, the war ended before any of them was used in actual
combat. Among these, the two-seater night fighter was expected to be
highly practical. The narrow cockpit was designed as a tandem two-seat-
er, with a radar operator seated in the rear. The FuG 220 Liechtenstein
radar antenna, which was also used on the He 219, was mounted on the
nose for night reconnaissance.

The Flying Wing, also called “the Luftwaffe Mysterious Wing” , had a
particular shape like a boomerang, and didn’ t have a vertical tail fin to
reflect radar waves. Also, a wood-carbon powder was used for its paint-
ing, which made it difficult to locate. This uniquely shaped futuristic
looking aircraft with advanced design suddenly appeared in WWII when
most of the aircrafts were equipped with propellers and tail fins. Consid-
ering the fact that its design and structure were similar to those of
today’ s Northrop B-2 Bomber, it is really surprising that the Horten
brothers created this unique and advanced designing in late WWII while
enduring hardship, so their feat deserves admiration.

This SWS kit is based on the unfinished prototype “Ho IX V3” , and
represents what the Ho 229 would have looked like if it had been
deployed in actual combat, including its advanced and derivative forms.
The complex internal structure of the Ho 229, which served as the base
for the kit design, reflects the Horten brothers’ design philosophy. The
SWS recreated the intricate details of this structure, adhering to the
development concept of “structure for function, configuration for struc-
ture.” Furthermore, based on the FuG 220 Liechtenstein radar antenna
obtained during research on the He 229 and detailed information on the
Luftwaffe night fighters, the kit was reproduced as the night fighter “Ho
229 B Nachtjiager” , an advanced type of the Ho 229. Why did the plane
have such a strange shape? What functions are hiding behind the access
hatches on its surface? What is the difference between the single-seater
and the two-seater? While ensuring the kit is easy to assemble, we have
reproduced the detailed three-dimensional structure of the aircraft as if
it would have existed, using as few parts as possible. We pursued the
original goal of scale models; recreating and learning about the actual
aircraft during the build, and we aimed to maximize this pleasure. By
assembling this SWS kit, we want you to reflect on the time when the
Horten brothers worked towards their dream.

Jumo 004 B-2 Engine

MK 103 30mm Machine Cannon MK 108 30mm Machine Cannon

"Jumo 004 B-2, > ¥ Y iZIRCHIdTIHN
LB XOFRBEA STz, 20 A — A BB
YRy P LI THD R RREAN
I > 7 — AT 8,000 84 i, 900kg D i
FHEFEHRL FEE12,000m i 350 B K
977km/h, A FID Y = v MKEIHER » P —> 2
Sy Me 2628 MR PIDOY =y MREKET I
Ar 2345 D3l it I L oz,

“The Jumo 004 B-2” engine was the world’s first
turbojet engine in production and operational
use. Some 8,000 units were manufactured by
the German Junkers company during late
World War II, powering the world’s first fighter
jet Messerschmitt Me 262 and the world’s first
jet bomber Arado Ar 234. It provides a thrust

of 900kg, and enables the aircraft to reach a
“maximum speed of 977km/h at 12,000m.
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The war ended before cannons were loaded fighter type. It was planned to be equipped with two
on the actual aircrafts, but Ho 229 V3 was 30mm “MK 103” cannons and four 30mm “MK 108”
planned to carry two Rheinmetall-Borsig cannons, both made by Rheinmetall company. It was
“MK103”. Compared to the “MK 108”, the “MK designed to have overwhelming firepower for its time,
103” is larger, and can fire 30mm bullets. Its boasting a total of six 30mm cannons. The 30mm
muzzle brake resembles “the claws of fierce cannon “MK 108” was developed by Rheinmetall to fight
raptors”, so the aircraft equipped with the against Allied heavy bombers and was able to -
cannons looks like a real “Mysterious Wing”.  take down a B-17 or B-24 with just four direct hits.
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The fixed armament of the night fighter type Ho 229 B
was planned to be more powerful than that of the day




