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Kawasaki Ki-100-1 Otsu TYPE 5 FIGHTER

‘Role: Fighter Aircraft

+Crew: 1

*Wingspan: 12.00m

‘Length: 8.925m

*Height (when level): 3.75m

-Power: Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ha-112-11

14-cylinder air-cooled two-row radial engine developing 1,500hp

*Maximum speed/altitude: 580km/h  6,000m

«Armament: Ho-5 20mm Fixed Cannons (Nose)
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Actual Aircraft Dimensions, Performance and Characteristics

Ho-103 12.7mm Fixed Machine Guns (Inside the wings)
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Kawasaki Ki-100-1 Otsu TYPE 5 FIGHTER
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“Ki-100,” and unlike many other aircraft, it was never assigned an Allied code

The Kawasaki Ki-100, commonly known today as the Type 5 Fighter, was an
Imperial Japanese Army aircraft of World War II developed from the Ki-61 Hien
(“Tony”). In wartime Army documents it was officially designated simply as

name, instead being informally referred to as “Tony I1.”

In the later stages of the war, repeated failures and production delays of the
Ha-40 engine left many Ki-61 airframes without engines. To address this critical
problem, the Army adopted an emergency plan to fit these airframes with the
reliable Ha-112 air-cooled radial engine. The resulting Ki-100, despite its
improvised origins, proved to be an excellent performer and became an
unexpectedly capable late-war fighter. In mock combat trials, the Ki-100 proved
equal to or superior to contemporary Japanese Army fighters such as the Ki-43
Hayabusa, Ki-61 and Ki-61-II Hien, and even the Ki-84 Hayate, being judged
advantageous in a wide range of combat scenarios.

The Ki-100 first flew on 10 February 1945, and production was rushed under
wartime pressure. However, B-29 air raids on the Gifu factory in late June severely
disrupted output. As a result, total production was limited to 390 aircraft, including
275 conversions from Ki-61 airframes and 115 newly-built machines.

At the heart of the Ki-100 was the air-cooled, twin-row, 14-cylinder Ha-112-1I
radial engine, producing 1,500 horsepower. Compact and reliable, this
engine—also known to the Navy as the Kinsei Model 62—drove a 3.0-meter-diameter
Pe-29 propeller fitted with broad, paddle-shaped blades. Armament consisted of
two 12.7 mm Ho-103 machine guns mounted in the wings and two 20mm Ho-5
cannons installed in the upper forward fuselage, typically aimed using a Type
100 gunsight. Designed primarily for air superiority, the Ki-100 could carry a
200-liter drop tank under each wing, but it rarely carried bombs.

Developed according to the SWS philosophy, this kit faithfully recreates the
Ki-100—one of the rare aircraft to successfully transition from a liquid-cooled to
an air-cooled engine—based on extensive research of the real machine. The
parts layout is carefully designed to convey both the modification process and
structural logic, allowing modelers to experience how the aircraft was
truly engineered. Distinctive features born from this emergency conversion—such
as the bulky cowling, prominent wing-root fillets, and lower-wing fairings—are
reproduced with an emphasis on authenticity rather than superficial elegance.
By designing the upper rear fuselage as a separate part, the kit was engineered
to support two distinct releases: one representing the converted razorback-canopy
aircraft and the other the newly built teardrop-canopy version. This kit depicts
the Ki-100-I Otsu, the newly built variant whose teardrop canopy greatly
improved all-around visibility. True to SWS ideals, this model kit offers more
than a replica—it invites builders to explore and appreciate the design ingenuity
behind one of the Imperial Japanese Army’s finest late-war fighters.

® . J@h% ~ Ha-112-11 Engine

@ +-O= i\ -LFeMlEpm 2/

12.7mm Ho-103 Type 1 Fixed Machine Guns (x2)
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20mm Ho-5 Type 2 Fixed Cannons (x2)
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Developed by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the Ha-112-1I was a The wing-mounted 12.7mm Ho-103 Type 1 machine gun was a standard Imperial Japa-
late-war, air-cooled 14-cylinder radial engine featuring a nese Army aircraft weapon of World War 11, widely used across many aircraft types and
single-stage, two-speed supercharger. Previously introduced to serving as the Army’s primary aviation machine gun. Each Ho-103 carried 250 rounds
Naval service as the Kinsei Model 62, its proven reliability of ammunition.

made it an ideal replacement for the troubled Ha-40 inline Mounted in the upper forward fuselage, the 20mm Ho-5 Type 2 cannon was developed
engine. When installed in the Ki-61 airframe, it dramatically by enlarging the Ho-103 design to accommodate the more powerful 20x94mm cartridge.

improved reliability and performance, giving birth to the highly First introduced on the Ki-45 Toryu Kai-Tei, each Ho-5 was supplied with 120 rounds,
providing the Ki-100 with a well-balanced armament for air-to-air combat.

successful Ki-100.
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